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the following Hints: (bei 


Ti thought 8 to Advertiſe 
Pa the Reader, tourhing this ſmall 
«Ke TraQ, that it was occaſion d by an 
LON .ccidental Diſcourſe, that p 
in » Company between the Yothor, and a Pres- 
byterian a wbie 4, Nef ji #2 22 * 
repreſ ted by. tho boſe that beard i 
all of tbe ſame Perſwaſton, aud. ee ig be 
be reafawably þ reſum d to promote upon” it, 
in Favour of _ vive Party z He diem up 
ing for the main, at be 
ſame in Subſtance that he then urg'd) with 4 
Deſign to impart. them in Writity, to one f 
the Company, in Order to by communicated 
to the whole Society, that #1 they might be the 


better able to form'a Judgirent of what had 


paſs'd in that ſhort Dre But having ſince 
bet hong ht himſelf, that whatever he ſhould offer 
in ** Manner, would be ſtill in danger of be- 

> 2 | ing 


. 


— — — — 


— 
2 


iv PRE F A C E. 


| 


Ing miſrepreſented, 
to hope, that « brief 2 of ti 
| wig ove of ſome uſe to others, 4 well 
be it was firſt intended fot ; be, pon th 
Conſiderations, was indut'd to commit it ta f 
+ And now groes way to a Third 
fron, to ſatisfie the Importunity of ſome Gen- 
tlemen that ROPE fied it of bin, with the pre- 
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5 HE imo ent Heads in debate. 
between Perſons of your Per- 
QC 22 - ſwaſion,: and vs of the Eſtablih d 
Church, being Epiſcopary; and 
our. Church Contmunintt ol: Sthdügnte 4 cov'd 
nat doi you a more friendly Office, than by 
endeauayring, to ſet yon right in this Mat- 
ter; and therefore have ſent you the fol · 
lowing Hints, upon tach uf itheſe, in theit᷑ 
Order; in relation to wHicli, the only' re- 
queſt I bave to meke you is, yon cure ful, 
and Impartial peruſal of them, ieh if you 
do, my hope is through Gods Grace, they may 
prove a Means ee and con ince 
you of your| — hy 


xv w 1 4 & 1 4 


EAR. 
To begin with the Fir. Upon this Head, 
I ſhall endeavour to prove, that Biſhops, as 
far as concetns the Eſſentials of their Of- 
fice, vis. The Power of Ordinatioti- and 
ſpiritual Juriſdiction, are an Order Superior 
to Presbyters, by Apoſtolical Inſtitution. And 
this appears to me, in the firſt Place, from 
8he Government of the ( hurcb, in the piimitive 
Ages, e was, 4/! the Chriſtian World 
over, Epiſcopal ; and that, when there was 
no general Council to Eſtabliſh, no Tem- 
poral Power to ſupport it; as hath been 
abundantly * prov'd, and is generally ownd, 
by the ableſt Advocates for Presbytery. . 
Now it cannot be conceiv'd, that all theſe 
ſeveral Churches, ſo far diſtant from each 
other, ſhould conſent in this one Form of 
Church Government, if they had not received 
it, as they did the Faith, from the Apoſtles. 
For it is morally impoſſible. that they ſhould 
all conſpire together, to alter the Primitive 
and Apoſtolick Conſtitution; and if they 
bad, how came it to paſs, that e ſind no 
Notice taken of it, and no oppoſition; made 
againſt it, but all the Presbyters tame lypart- 
ing with their right, and ſubmittingitd an 
Ufurpatiba?-: «by ds , et Vers. 
{im yet ba 0914: i 4; Sadeed 
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Ser Biſtop Pearſon's Vindiciz Ignatianz, }. 154. . 2 and 
tte Priinclpes of the Cyprianict Age with the Vindication of it, 
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were e dlcoverd; but in 9 the 
Caſe is quite otherwiſe; for this being a 
publick Matter of Fact, and as ſuch, vifible 
and well known to all; When once Eſtab· 
liſh'd, no alteration could be wrought in it, 
at leaſt without notorious Broils and Diſtur · 
bances. For it is not to be ſuppos d, that 
Perſons impower'd by Chriſt, would wil- 
lingly part with their Authority, or that the 

| Biſhops would Uſurp it, in thoſe Days of 

Perſecution, when they, of all Men, were 
the moſt expos'd to the rage and fury of 
their mercileſs Enemies ; or laſtly, that the 
Chriſtians of thoſe belt, and pureſt Ages, 
would be acceſſary to ſo vile 2 Forgery, 
without any Temptation, or temporal Encon- 
ragement to ſet about it. 

Since therefore, theſe manifeſt Abſurdities 
are otherwiſe unavoidable, it muſt neceſſa- 
rily follow, that Biſhops are an Order ſupe- 
rior to Preiby ters, by Apoſtolical Inſtitution © 
An inaitutien, equally binding in. all; Ages, 
as appears from the very nature of it; for 
one eſſential 4 of it is e Mi- 
niſters in Chriſt's Church, which can only 
de done effeFnally in the Method that God 
hath preſcrib'd 2 it, and for that reaſon 
muſt be maulterabi, and this Office being 
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| byters and Deacon he ſo too? 


- . | (9 1 ni hau 
Originaſly inſtituted for the better, Order 
and Government of the Church, the fame 


resſom equally holds for the continuance of 


tt do ene Worlds eng. 
Add ir the Epiſcopal Order, though of 
e Inſtitution, may be al rd by hu⸗ 
maß Authority, Why, may not that of Pres- 


*$ #\* 


1 ich would 
end ju the utter Ruin, and Subverſon f the 
Cntiſtian Church, Now admitting tbe tryt 
of ' theſe Premiſes. Pig, That the Epiſco 
Order is of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, and that 
perpetivel, and unalterable, the conſequence 
is unavoidable ; that it muſt derive its Ori: 
ginal from our Saviour. _ a | 


. „ ant 20! 


his Name, and Conſtituted the principal 
Officers in his Church, without his Warrant 
and Authority, had been ſuch a n 
ſtanee of Preſumption,Treachery,and Uſurpats- 
on, that it wou d be a manifeſt Injury to their 
ſacred ( haracter, to impute it to em, and 
we have this fart her reaſon to derive Epiſ- 
copacy from this Divine Original, that you 
muſt either neceſſarily admit of it, or re. 
lolve it into the Power of the People or 
che eivil Magiſtrate; both which are ſup- 
poſitions equally Groundleſs, and Precari- 
ous, as being perfectly deſtitute of any Au- 
thority. „ e ot b Aid 
But to return. As it appears from the 
Government of the Church in the hs” 
424838248 BE, | ; ges, 


1 
Ager, that Biſhops are an Order Superior 
to Presbyters, by Apoſtolical Inſtitution: So 
does this appear, Secondly, from 4 conſtant 
 Pradice from it. e Fu] 
For it is obſervable,that when ever a Pres- 
byter was promoted to the Epiſcopal Office, 
he was always Confecrated, or Ordain'd for 
this End, the familiar Language of Antiqui- 
ty, for the making of a Biſbop; which plain- 
ly ſhews, they were ever held to be two 
diſtindt Offices, For if they had been but 
one and the ſame Office, a re. ordination 
would have been, not only needleſs, but al- 
together unlawful; and therefore, as the 
Ordination of a Presbyter, advances him 
to an Order Superior to Deacons, ſo, by 
parity of Reaſon,” muſt that of a Biſhop, 
advance him to an Order Superior to Pres- 
byters, and make him a Member of a di- 
ſtinct College, from all other Miniſters, or 
Church-Officers whatſoever. And that this 
was the Practice of the Church, in the 
Apoſtles Days, is acknowledg'd by your 
own Writers, in the * Caſe of St. Paul and 
St. Barnabas, who were Ordair'd according 
to them, having been Teachers, or Presby- 
ters long before. 5 8 
But we need not inſiſt upon this tacit Con- 
ceſſion of our Adverſaries, in the * 
1 | ore 
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* Acts 14 
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fore us: For it is no Argument of the 
Contrary, that it is not recorded in Scrip- 
ture, For neither is it not recorded there, 
that any Deacon was Ordain d a Presbyter, 
and yet no Body can reaſonably doubt of 
it; and we have the ſame; Evidence in 
Church Hiſtory for both of them: And par- 
ticularly, the moſt ancient * Canons, com- 
monly: call'd Apoſtolical, preſuppoſe this, as 
the common'Prattice of Ny long 
in being before them. 

Noe, it can hardly | be contely d, how 
it could obtain ſo early and ſo univerſally, 
if it had not been an Apoſtolick Practice. 

But for the clearing of this Argument, 
from the Exceptions that have been made 
againſt it, I muſt refer you to the Excellent 
Author of the Original Drang ht ofthe Primi- 
tive Church, p. 168. G. 

To theſe Reaſons, from the Government 
and Practice of the Primitive Church, may 
be added, Thirdly, plain Buidence of Serip- 
ture. For there we find thè Apaſtler, by Virtue 
of the Authority: bur Sapiour had conferred 
upon them, Job 20, verſe 21. not only Or- 
dlaining and . Governing Presbyters them- 
ſelves, but conferring the ſame Power up- 
on others; one "Inſtance whereof is 71. 
wen and Iituc; who, that they were 

inveſted 


* Sce Canon 1, cum Bever. Annot, 


GH. 
Inveſted with theſe Powers, appears from 
St. Pauls Directions to them about * Or- 
daining Presbyters and N reprov- 
ing, and receiving ' accuſations againſt Pres- 
hy tere, and others; and exerciſing Eccle- 
ftaftical Cenſures upon Offenders. And it 
is Obvious, to Remark, that there were 
ſeveral Presbyters then ſettled at Ephe- 
ſas, and yet we find no Authority comit- 
ted, and no Directions given, about the 
Management of it, but to Timothy only ; 
which to me, is a convincing Argument, 
that Preſbyters were not then poſſeſsd of 
it ; eſpecially when there is no plain Evi- 
dence, either from Timothys Ordination, 
which St. Pal mentions as perform'd by the 
lay ing on of his + own Hands, or his Charge 
% the Presbyters at Miletus, which denotes 
no more than their overſeght over the L aity 
or from any other Paſſage in Holy Writ, 
that any mere Presbyter did ever exerciſe 
theſe Powers,as hag been clearly demonſtrated 
by **. ſeveral learned Men. 
Nor does it by any means follow, that a 
Biſhop and Presbyter are of one arid the 
ſame Order, becauſe they have the ſame Qua- 
lifications ; for Deacons are requir'd to have 
the ſame Pualifications with Biſhops, yet no 
«7: wv 200 body 


* 


I Tin. 5. 19, 22. Iit. 1.5 2. 11. + 1 Iim. 4. 14. 2 Tim. 1. 
6. || A# 20.28. ++ See Mr. Thomas's reply to Mr. Fames 
Owens; nd the Biſl.op of Bangor his defence of Epiſcopacy 

4% x TIis. 3-2, 12. | | | | 
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body will affirm, that they are of the ſame 


Order; much leſs will it follow, becauſe the = 


Greet Word for Biſhop, in Scripture, fre 
quently denotes a Presbyter, that there is 
no difference between theſe Offices ; for if 
this were admitted for Reaſon, it would 
equally prove, that there is no difference 
between an Emperor, and his General; for 


the Word, Imperator, is common to both 


of them; or between an Apoſtle, and a 


Prezbyter, for the Apoſiles themſelves are 


often call'd Presbyters in Scripture, and on 
the reverſe, as you may read, Rom. 16. 7. 

And tho ſeveral general Offices are com- 
mon to Presbyters with Biſhops, yet does it 
no where appear, that thoſe Peculiar Pow- 
ers of Ordaining and ruling the Clergy, as I 

Have already obſerv d, were ever committed 
to any mere ”rerbyter, And even in thoſe 
common Offices, there was this remarkatle 
difference between them. that Biſhops alone 
could perform them, by an abſolute Power, 
others only by a Power derived from them 
and therefore in Subordination to, and in 
Dependance upon them. 

And ſince we find, that theſe were al. 
ways diftin# Offices, it is but trifting to ca- 
vil about Words ; there being nothing more 
common than to obſerve Words, of a gere- 


ral ſignificat ion at firſt, reſtrain'd afferwards 


to a more particular Meaning : An Inſtance 
whereof ische Word, Paroikia, which firſt 
ſignif; ing 


— > 
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fignifying a Dioceſe, came af 


5 terwards to de- 
note a Pariſh. And Things i always 
before Words, the Epiſcopal Office muſt of 
neceſſity have been in the Church, before 
the general Word Biſhop, came to lignify ſo 
particularly, which was, as appeats by A- 
_ watins's Epiſtles, in a little time after the 
Death of the Apoſtle·e n. 
lf it be objected againſt Timothy and 77. 
tus, that they were Evangeliſts, and Tempo- 
 rary Officers, and therefore no juſt Prece- 
dent for Biſhops, 1 anſwer, Mod Cage 
Firſt, that it does not appear that any 
Evangeliſt, as ſuch, could Exerciſe theſe 
Offices, but juſt the reverſe of it. For PB. 
lip was an Evangeliſt, yet, when he had 
converted and Baptiz'd the & Samaritans, his 
Authority reaching no further, the Apoſtles 
are ſent to lay Hands on them; not merely 
for conferring miraculous Gifts upon them, 
(for it is no way probable that theſe ſhould 
be offer'd to a whole City) but either for 
Confirmation, or Ordination of Miniſters, or 
both, as is moſt likely, *' - © 
Secondly, That they might be Evange- 
liſts, and yet Biſhops notwithſtanding's the 
one, as they Preach'd the Goſpel, and con- 
verted Infidels ; the other, as they Ordained 
Miniſters, and governed the ſeveral Churches 
e . com- 


C 14 ) 


committed to their een y: An 
Inſtance whereof. is St. Mark,” who was an 
Evargeliſt, in the higheſt Senſe of the Word; 
and yet Supreme Church, goverapur, or Bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria, as Euſebius, St. Jerome, 
and ſeveral, others of the Angrents teſtify. 
And that they were not Temporary Officers, at 
leaſt in this laſt Capacity, appears from 
Church Hiſtory, which gives us an account 
of ſeveral ſingle Perſons, which ſucceeded Ti. 
mothy in his Epiſcopal Office. And. our Savi- 
our's Promiſe of being with his Apoſtles. tg 
the end of the World, neceſſarily implies a 
Succeſſion in theſe Apoſtolical Powers, for this 
could no; otherwiſe be, than by their lawful 
Succeſſors, and if they had SuccefſorsinP reach+ 
ing and Baptizing,why not in Governing, aud 
Ordaining Miniſters, which is an Act of it? 
But that this may be the more manifeſt 


* Angels of the Seuen Churches in the 


the Language of f Antiquity to denote Bi- 
ſhops, and accordingly. they were generally 
held, by both |] Ancients and Moderns , 
to be the Biſhops of thoſe Churches: 
And to confirm this + Opinion, the beſt 
Hiſtorians agree, that Polycarp was one of 


1 


2 


* Rev. 1.2. 3. Ch. + Bingham's Antiquity vol. 1ſt. Pools 
Synopſis, Bilſon perpetual Governinent, ++ A. B. Uſher, Cave, 
Dupia. 


ſtill, I beg of you to conſider, Secondly, the 
Revelation; a Name frequently uſed in 


them, 


* * 
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_ EpiſHles inſctibedto each of them, in theSinga- 
lar Number clearly proves that they were not 
a cole ide Body, but partibular Perſons. And 
that they were not Temporary Officers, in the 


(6190 


them And we have an account of ſeveral 
other Biſhops, in theſe Places, at leaſt very 


near this time: Which, together with the 


nature of a Prefident in Council, or a Chair- 
man in an Aſſembly, is no leſs Evident, be. 


cauſe, beſides that, they were Officers for 


Life, we ſind * here the care of the Chuvehes 
committed to them, and tlie Faults of other 


Perſons, Clergy as well as Laity, laid to 
their Charge ; which plainly evince their 
Epiſcopal Authority: For how could they 


be accountable; for the Doftrines and Pr4- 
Qices of any, but ſuch as had been Ordain- 
ed by them, or were at leaſt; committed to 
their Care and Government? And here by 
the By, we have a plain Inftance of fred 
Binn T. , ane 16. lt 
Lily, to Obviate an ObjeQion common- 
ly made by your Party; (*.) that a Sri. 


pture· Biſpop ir no more then 2 Minifter of a 


more of this Kind, and that is St. Famer Bi. 
ſhop of Jeruſalem, 43 he was conſtan re- 
puted to be, in all Ages nde. And this 


4 > 
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Rev. 2. 10. 15. 20. + For further ſatisfaction upon this Head 
you may conſult a late excellent Tract Entitled an account of 
Church Government and Governours, , 


7 <0S) 
may be gathered from his preſding in the 
Council held there, in which ſeveral of the 
| Apoſtles were preſent ; from St. Pauls name- 
ing him before St. Peter and St. John, the 
leading Men among the Apoſtles, and * men- 
tioning the Brethren that came from Hin 
to Antioch; and particularly, from the ac- 
count we. have of him with his Presbyters, 
in the 21ſt of the Ad. And when we con- 
ſider the vaſt number of Chriſtians in this 
great City, how, no leſs than five Thouſand, 
were Converted at one Sermon, with the 
three Thouſand that had been converted be- 
fore, and thoſe prodigious Multitudes that 
were afterwards ſucceſſively added 'to them, 
as you may read in the Second, Fourth, Fifth, 
and Sixth Chapters of the Ad.: It can- 
not in reaſon be ſuppoſed, that all theſe 
made no more than a ſingle Congrega- 
tion; eſpecially, when they had not the 
Temple, or any other publick Place to 
meet in, but held their Aſſemblies in private 
Houſes, as may be gathered from the ac- 
count we have of their breaking bread from 
Houſe to Houſe, But for further ſatisfaction 
in this Matter, I-refer you to Dr. H. Maurice 
againſt Mr. Clarkſor ; and ſhall only add, that 
if a Biſhop, at that time, was no more than 
a Presbyter now, there muſt have been a change 


in the Government of the Church, which, to 
aſert 


K 


. 


* Gal. 2.9. 12 
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aſſert is groundleſs and unreaſonable, as 1 
have already proved. 

Upon the whole, I think it plainly ap- 
pears from Scripture, that Biſhops are an Or- 
der ſuperior to Presbyters, by Apoſtolical In- 

itution: For tho we have no expreſs com- 
mand for this diſtin& ſuperior Order'in the 
Miniſtry ;' yet have we the ſame Authority 
for it, that we have for the Chriſtian Mini- 
ſtry it ſelf, . the general Seope and TV 
nor of the New Teſtament.  * 
But admit we had not inconteſtable Evi- 
dence of Scripture for Biſhops, yet ſhou'd 


| | you acquieſce in it; for lam fully perſwad- 


ed, that you admit of ſome Inſtitutions, up- 
on no morethan equal Evidence of Scripture, 


as Infant Baptiſm, and the Lord's Day; and 


others upon far leſs, if any Scripture Evi- 
dence at all, as your LayElders, Claſſes and 

Synods : And it is unreaſonable to demand 
2 more expreſs account of this Matter, be- 
fore the ful Settlement of Churches, which 
The 470 of the Apoſtles, the only ſacred. 
Hiſtory we have of theſe Times, give us 
no Intitnations of. 

Nay, had it not been revorded in Sei- 
pture, ſince it was a Matter of Faf, and as 
ſach eaſily apprehended, and by it 'sconſtant 
uſe, as eaſily tranſmitted to Poſterity ; This 
would have been no more a juſt exception 
' againſt Epiſcopal Government, than it is 

. the Canonical 1 of Holy bag 
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but this we only barely ſuppoſe, but by no 
means grant, having already, I conceive, 
abundantly proved the contrary. 3 

And as it appears from Scripture, that 
our Saviour committed the Government of 
the Church to his Apoſtles, and that they 


delegated that Ordinary part of the ir Autho- 
rity to particular Perſons, who. were ſince 


diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Bſbops ; ſuch 
as Timothy, and Tens, the Angels of * 
Seven Churches, G c. ſo have we, 
 Fourbly, The whole current of Antiquity y 
to atteſt his Sucerſſion of ſingle Perſons, in 


the Government of the Church, with a par- 


ticular account of thoſe that ſucceeded the 
Apoſtles, in all the Churches that we have 
any Records of; which, ſince it is not con- 


ſiſtent with my intended Brevity, to give 


you a juſt Narrative of, I muſt refer you to 


Biſhop Bil ſons Perpetual Government,” and 


only lay before 70 theſe three following 


ne 4) 
Exſebins, In his Hiſtory, gives us a large 


Catalogue of Biſhops; and reckons up ſe- 


vera] Succeſſions of them, from the Apoſtles 

down to his own time; and * Tertullian, 
long before him, appeals to theſe Succeſli- 
ons, as what the very Hereticks themſelves. 


could not * 5 And, 
Iræneus, 


=_y * 1 * — 


„ 


»De Preſcription. 


e 
| Trenens, who convers d with Polycarp, 
St. John's Diſciple, “ ſays expreſly, That the 
Apoſiles left theme theirSucceſſars, and delivered 
up to them their own Authority. and Juriſdi- 
ion, and all this without the leaſt Intimati- 
on of any other form of Church-Govern- 
- Hence it is, that Biſhops were anciently 
call'd Apoſtles, the Apoſiles Succeilors, the 
 Off-fpring of the Apoſtolical Seed; and their 
Sees, Sedes Apoſtolicæ, as is proved at large 
by + Mr. Bingham, in his Chriſtian Antiqui- 
ties. Now it ſeems unaccountable, how 
theſe eminent Title: and Charadter came to 
be thus appropriated to particular Perſons 
in Contradiſtinction to the reſt of the Cler- 
gy, if other Miniſters, that belong d to their 
reſpective Churches, had in every reſpect, 
the ſame ſpiritual Powers and Prerogatives 
in common with them. And doubtleſs, they 
muſt mean ſomething.more by theſe Biſhops 
than mere Presbyters; for it is an undeni- 
able Obſervation, that no Presbyter was 
called by that Name, by any Writers of theſe 
Ages. || And tho Biſhops have been, by 
ſome few of them, call'd Pre:byters ; it can- 
not be inferred thence, that they took them 
| C2: +1, oth 


— 


* B. 3. c. 3. + Vol. 1ſt. It is obſerv'd by the learned Bi- 
ſhop Pe iron, that they never make ute of this Expreſſion to de- 
note hi hops, when cither they reconnt the differ? ur Orders in the 
Miniſtry, or Speak of any of the ſuperior Order in their own rime. 


Cn). 
both for one and the ſame Order: For ſince 
we find them elſemhere plainly: diſtinguſb d, it 
may be reaſonably ſuppos d they were ſtyld 
ſo, either upon the Account of their Age, in re- 
gard, they were generally perſons of advanced 
Teart, or to denote their Authority, as Church- 
Governours, according to the general Import 
and Signification of the Word Presbyter. And 
no better Grounds have you to iofer this, 
from that noted Expreſſion: of St. [gnatins, 
of the one Altar, and one Biſhop. For the 
manifeſt Drift and Purport of it, is to re- 
commend Unity, and condemn Seh;ſms 5 
Diviſſons in the Church. And, by the 
Word Altar, the Antients. undoubtedly 
meant no other than the Comuni on Table, in 
the Cathedral, or Mother Church ; where the 
Biſhop had his See, and to which all the 
Clergy of his Dioceſe then belong d, who 
liv'd in a Body with him, and were thence 
deputed to officiate in other Places; there 
being no Minilers fixed upon particular Con- 
gregations, till ſome Ages after. |, 
Now this is no more inconſiſtent withothe r 
ſubordinate Altars or Churches, than the Jewiſh 
Temple (in Alluſion to which, it is thought 
to be ſpoken) was with the Synagogues. 
But, ſuppoſe a Biſhop anciently had but 
one Congregation (the Reverſe of which L_ 
| en 


* See Mr, Dodwell de uno Altari, and Mr. Mede's Works P. 
326, 2 | 
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been often unanſwerably proved) yet, it by 
no means follows, that he was no more than 
a nere Presbyter. For it is not in the number of 
Souls committed to his Charge, but the Pow- 
ers and Privileges, veſted in him, that con- 
ſtitute a Biſbop, a diſtin® Order in the Church. 
And it is ſo far trom being Eſſential to the 
Epiſcopal Office, to have ſeveral Congregations 
under his Care, that we read of ſundry Per- 
ſons, inveſted with that ſacred Character, that 
at firſt. had ſcarce any Congregation at all t(o 
ſuperintend, till they had converted thoſe 
they, were ſent to, to the Chriſtian, Faith 
As was the Caſe of Gregory. of Neo-ceſarea, 
Moſes, &c.. And therefore it imports you to 
prove, it you would Advance any thing to 
-your purpoſe upon this Head, not that ſome 
Biſhops had at firſt no more than one Con- | 
gregation, for this no body can doubt in 
ſome places, upon the firſt Converſion of In- 
_ fidelsz but that the Number of Converts 
_ afterwards amounting to ſeveral Congregati- 
ons, they could be no longer one Church, 
but muſt of neceſſity be form'd into ſo ma 
ny diſtin, and Independent Societies, under 
proper Miniſters that were equally indepen- 
dent of, and unaccountable to any Superior 
Church Officer upon Earth; which 1 hum- 
| bly conceive, is a direct contradiQion toall 
the Monuments ofScripture andAntiquity in 
reference to this Matter; but to return ſe 
the 3 


( 38.) 
theſcoccafional RefleQions:lt is of no weight 
againſt this Succeſſiow, that the Apoſtles were 
unſettled ; for ſo may Biſhops lawfully be, 
when the Occaſions of the Church require 
it, as Lapus and Germanus, two FrenchBiſho 
came over hither, when Pelagius had infe- 
cted the Britains with his Hereſy : Beſides, 
that this is not univerſally true of them, as 

appears from St. James's conſtant Reſidence 
at Jeruſalem. Nor that they were Perſons 
of extraordinary Endowments ; for no Bo- 
dy maintains, that Biſhops ſucceeded the 
Apoſtles in their extraordinary Capacity, 


but in that ordinary laſting part of their 


Office, the Power of Ordination and ſpiri- 
tual Juriſdiction; in which reſpect, the Apo- 
les themſelves are often call'd Biſhops by the 

Aneients. | 75 
And if their extraordinary Endowments 
were an Argument againſt this Succeſſion, it 
would equally deſtroy all Church Powers; 
for they were Perſons thus gifted, that at 
firſt exercis'd every one of them: And were 
it otherwiſe, how can you think their un- 
ſettledneſs, or extraordinary Endowments 
ſhould affect this Succeſſion, when your oma 
Miriſters lay claim to it notwithſtanding? 
Nor, F: 25 * 
Lay, Is the unlimited Power of the Apo- 
file: any better Argoment againſt this Suc- 
ceſſion. For the Office may be the ſame. tho 
the extent of Power be more in one than in 
another; 


(33)). 
another; as the Biſhop of Eugubium was as 
real a Biſhop,as the Biſhop of Rowe : Beſides, 
that every Biſhop is a Biſhop of the niver- 
ſal Church, and as ſuch, may, pon neceſſa- 
ry Occaſions, diſcharge his Ofice in any part 
of it, as we have ſundry Inſtances of this 
Kind in Churcb-Hiſtory. But, admit this 
were an extraordinary Privilege of the 4po- 
fles, it can be no Proof againſt a Succeeſ- 
fon, in the ordinary part of their Office, 
which is all that we contend for. And as 


| for the wrinterruptedneſs of this Succeſſror, 


eſpecially in the Church of England, it bas 
been ſo often, and ſo ſatisfactorily vindi- 
| cated by learned Men, that it is unaccoun- 
table to me how any ſhould call it in Queſti- 
on. Here it may be demanded if Biſhops 
are the Apoſtles Succeſſors excluſive of all 
others, in that eminency of Power belong- 
ing to em as ſuch, how can Presbyters be 
ſaid to ſtand in the place of the Apoſtles? 
To which I Anſwer, that when this is ſaid 
of them, the Biſhop in the very ſame Paſ- 
| ſage is ſaid to ſtand in the place of Chriſt, 
which is a manifeſt indication, of his Su- 
periority and Pre-eminence over them, and 
therefore this muſt be ſpokenof them only. 
La h, we bavea Preſcription of above Fif- 
teen Hundred Years for this Right of B:ſbops, 
„ = N þ 5 3 | founded 
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* Mr Maſon, Mr. Brown, Mr. Fohnſon, Dr. Fiddes, &c. 
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founded upon the ſame Hiſtorical Evidence, 
and the ſame Catbolick Tradition that we 
have for the Books of Seripture; 8 
which Time, ſo univerſally did the Epiſcop 
Government obtain in the World that the 
whole Body of Chriſtians,” even the Here. 
ticks, and Schiſmaticks themfelves' were go- 
verned by them; who, tho' widely differ- 
ing from the Church, and each other, upon 
ſeveral other Heads, yet, amidſt that ſtrange 
variety of Sects and  Perſwafions, were 
generally agreed in this, that Biſhops were 
the Supreme ſpiritual Governors both of 
Clergy and Laity, within their reſpective 
Dioceſes, and no Ordinations were to be 
allow'd of, but ſuch as they were concern d 
in. And when ſome of the foreign reform 
ed Churches, chang'd this primitive Form of 
 Church-Government , | they have generally 
own'd, at firſt, That it was owing to pure 
Neceſſity : ; and ſeveral worthy Members of 
them have ſince wiſhd, that they might be 
| govern'd by Biſhops. 

And to let you (ce, how unreaſonable 
thoſe deluded People are, who condemn 
this Government as wrlawful and Antichri- 
ftian, we have the Teſtimony of the moſt 
eminent Men, in all theſe Churches, in favour 

| of 

* You may ſec what your Writers have EN to the cont72- 
ry about the Culdee's and the Waldenſes, clearly diſprov'd by Bi- 
ſhop Lloyd in his Hiſtorical Account, and Mr. — in his fore- 


cited Reply to Mr. J. Owens's Plea. t See the Judgment of tlie 
foreign Reformed Churches. 


| Churchet beyond Sea. Among theſe, the Ber 


(25) 
of it; wie — at large in Mr. Durell's 
View of the \Government of | the reformed 


benni ant, or Moravians (as we read in Co- 
menins's Hiſtory) formerly thought the Epiſ- 
copal Government ſo abſolutely ' neceſſary, 


that. having loſt their Biſhops by the Popiſþ 


Perſecution, and fearing that an Ordination 


by Prevbjters migbt not be lawful, they 
ent three of their Minjſters to the Walden- 


ſet, to be ordain'd Biſhops, that by that 
Means they might have Epiſcopal Orders con- 


tinued among them, as appears from the 
nel of that Hiſtory, | is 
o which, let me add an Epifile written 
9 the Miniſters of Geneve, not many Years 


fince, to the Univerſi ity of Oxford ; where- 


in they expreſs their intire Approbation of 
our Epiſcopal Government, and how joyfully 
they wou'd receive it, were they but in a 
Condition ſo to do. 

In a Word, we have che Teſtimonp, as 


of the other ancient Fathers, fo, of + 8. 
Jerome himſelf in favour of Biſhops, who 
expreſly ſtiles them, the Apoſtles Succeſſors ʒ 


appropriates the power of Ordination to 
them, and derives their Original from the 


II calling their Government an Apo- 


D e ical 
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flolical Tradition, and laftly, affirms, that 
the three Orders of Biſhops, Frieſts and Dea- 
cons in the Church, anſwer to Aaron, and 


his Sos, and Levites in the Temple; there- 


by plainly intimating, as the earlieſt Fa- 


thers of the Church had done before him, 
that the Chriſtian Miniſtry was Modell'd at- 
ter the Temple Prieſt- hood, and not the Sy- 


nagogue Miniſtry, which our Adverſaries 


contend for, by way of Analogy or reſem- 


blance, becauſe they bear the ſame relati- 
on to their Biſhops, that the Apoſtles bore 


to our Saviour, whilſt he livd upon Earth, 
during which time they were only his Pres- 
byters, and had not the Power of Ordina- 
tion and Church Government, which were 


after warde committed to em; for had Pres- 
byters been the Apoſtles Succeſſors in theſe 


peculiar and reſervd Powers, why were not 


their Names inſerted in the Catalogues of 


Church Governors tranſmitted down to us? 


and how comes but one only in a Church to 
be referd to, as deriving. his Succeſſion 
from the Apoſtles, if others; in it had 
- equally Succeeded tothe ſame Office? But to 
proceed, And therefore thisEpiſcopal Govern- 
ment cannot be a Creature ot the Civil Pow- 


er, as ſome have falſely ſuggeſted ; for we 


find Biſhops long in Being, before we read 


of any Chriſtian Princes to give them their 
Authority: And ſince their embracing the 
Chriſtian Faith, how could they confer upon 

| others. 


2 
others, what they were never poſſeſs d of 
themſelves? It is then their Temporalities 
only; not their ſpiritual Powers, that they 
owe to their Favour, which, even when 
depriv'd of, they are as real Biſhops as be- 

And ſo far is this Government from being 
Popiſh, as it has been miſrepreſented, to pre- 
jadice ignorant People againſt it, that the 
School- Men, and the Pope's Creatures in the 
Council-of Trent, were the firſt Men, after 
the Heretick Aerius, that held your Doctrine 
| of Parity. 47 8 | 9 n vo 1 with 
And no better appearance of Reaſon have 


-_ you to repreſent our Biſhops, as a diſtin# 


Species from thoſe of the Primitive Church, 
For tho' they enjoy certain temporal Powers 
and Advantages, by the favour of our Prin- 
ces, which the latter could not be poſſeſs d 
of, whilſt the Church was in a State of Fen- 
ſecution, yet in regard theſe are purely acci- 
dental to their Epiſcopal Office, they cannot 
make an Eſſential Difference between them. 
Too apply this to our own Cafe, and 
ſpeak a little more home to my preſent Pur- 
pole, 210. 2 
Since it is allow'd on all Hands, that there 
muſt be a Government in the Church; ſince 
in every Government, Reaſon requires that 
there ſhould be ſome Subordination between 
its Members, to prevent Diſorder and Con- 
Fuſion; ſince the Epiſcopal Government is ſo 
2 D 2 highly 
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highly agreeable with Reaſom, Scripture, and 
— ; finee the — as ſuch, claim, 
no other Authority, but what is abfolagely 
neceſſary to the Church z 4 Ager, and 
was plainly deriv'd to them from the Apo- 
files, as Theirs was from our Saviour, whe 
authoriz d them to govern his Church, and 
conſtitute Succeſſors to thetnſelves, as ap- 
pears from his own expreſs Words, * As 
my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you, fince, 
laſtly, all Churches in the World were 
govern'd by them, till the Reformation, and we 
of this Nation have theſe Primitive-Church 
Governors ſtill continued among us; it de- 


ſerves Conſideration, how thoſe who have | 


not only withdrawn themſelves from their 


| > Government; but ſet up oppoſite Churches, 


and Officers, or joy# with them, can be ac 
quitted from acting againſt lawful Authority; 
and whether it be not far ſafer to ſubmit to 
their Government? 

For though we ſhobld ſappoſe thoſe pe- 
culiar Powers, which have been ſo long veſt- 
ed in Biſhops, were originally common toPres- 
bytert, which is all that you contend for, 
yet, even in that Caſe, we ſtand upon equal 
Terms of Security. For thus to limit the 
Exerciſe of them to particular Perſons, for the 

. preventing 
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* John 20. 21. 


— 


preventing of Diviſions, and the Preſerys 
tion of Order and Regularity in the Church, 
is confeſſedly lawful in it ſelf, and conſonant 
to your own Practice: And therefore cannot 
be thought to siolate the Inſtitution, or 
null the Adminiſtration of them; whereas, 
if the Epiſcopal Order be of divine Inſtitutiom 
with theſe reſerved Powers Originally veſt- 
ed in it, as (I think) is ſufficiently proved 5 by 
oppoling of it, you, in Effect, ſerive againſt 
God, and do, what in you lieth, to annul 
and cancel his divine Ordinance. <7 10 
And your Miniſters are guilty of the high- 
eſt Uſurpation, by Exerciling thoſe ſpiritual 
Powers, which do not of right belong to 
em, as having no lawful Commiſſion for it: 
Whence it may be reaſonably queſtion'd, 
whether their Adminiſtrations are not null 
and invalid, and in Conſequence thereof, 
whetber you have not more Reaſon to 
doubt of your having been Beptiz'd, accord- 
ing to Chriſt's Iaſtitution, than for any ſcru- 
ple whatever, upon which you ſeperate from 
the Eſtabliſti d Churc g. 
Certainly, The Practice of the uniyerſal 
Church, ſo directly oppoſite to yours, for 
about 1500 Tears, with the Decrees of ſe- 
vera! of the moſt Anthentick Councils, in 
reference to this Matter, muſt be allow d to 
be abundant Grounds of Suſpicion to any ra- 
tional Man, that will but ſeriouſly and im- 
partially reflect upon it. Indeed, ſome of 


the 
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the foreign re formed Churches, have pleaded 
neceſſity for their irregular Ordinations, 
which, how far it may be allow'd of, is not 
my buſineſs to enquire; But this cannot ſo 
much as be pretended to in your Caſe: And 
therefore whatever Alowancet may be made 
in Favour of them, your Condition will be 
equally dangerous notwithſtanding, be- 
fides that, whereas it was undoubtedly cer- 
tain, and confeſs'd on all Hands, that Bi- 
ſhops are inveſted with the Power of Ordi- 
nation; and conſequently that our Miniſters 
are duely Commiſſion'd, and all their Admi- 
niſtrations Juſt and Valid ; it is at leaſt very 
much to be doubted, for the reaſons above 
mention'd, that no other Order of Men have 
this Power committed to em: And there- 
fore you can never have a well grounded 
aſſurance of the lawful Miſſion of your 
Miniſters ; whence it plainly follows, that 
if you regard your ſafety and ſecurity, you 
muſt adhere to our Biſhops, and ſuch as 
derive their Commiſſion from them, before 
any Perſons amongſt you that are ſet up in 
oppoſition to em. | 95 

But, waving the further Proſecution of 
this Argument, I proceed, Secondly, to lay 
before you your Obligation to return to 
the Communion of the eſtabliſh d Church; and 
this, | humbly conceive, will appear. from 
the following Conſiderations. E 


Eve- 


.. > 5 

Every Chriſtian is a Member of the Church 

of Chriſt; every Member is obligd to hold 
external Communion with that part of Chriſt's 
Church, where it can be lawfully had, for the 
publick Worſhip of God, and Profeſſion of 
our Religion: Now, this you may 2 4 | 
ly do Jwith the Eftabliſh'd Church of Eng- 
fond. For, that it enjoyns no ſful Terms 
of Communion, has been ſufficiently prov- 
ed by Mr. Hooker, Dr. Faulener, and others 
is own'd by all the Reformed Churhes 
beyond Sea, by whom it has been juſtly 
eſteem'd the chief Prop and Glory of the 
Reformation, and by the more knowing, and 
moderate Men of your * own Party; and 
your Practice of repairing occaſionally to our 
Aſſemblies, plainly ſhews you to be of the 
ſame Opinion, otherwiſe you could never 
do it without offering violence to your own 
Convictions. Whence it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that you are oblig'd in Conſcience, con- 
ſtantly to, join in Communion with it, be- 
cauſe you cannot lawfully join with any ſe- 
perate Congregations, that have withdrawn 
' themſelves from it; for this would be ma- 
king a rent in this part of Chriſt's Church, 
contrary to your Duty of promoting * Peace, 
and Unity therein ; joyning with E 

4 ; ps. 
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* You may ſee abundance of your own Authors quoted by 
Dr. Bennet, in his Abridgment of the London Cafes, 


and partaking of their Sin, who by St. Meg 
are reputed ſenſual having not the | pay 
inſte id of avoiding ſuch as cauſe Diviſions, as 
St. Paul enjo uns. To be convincd of the hei- 
niouſneſs whereof, you need only conſider 
that they are generally the effect of Pride, 
and uncharitableneſs, the Cauſe of Ani- 
moſities and Contentions, the Means of en, 
couraging Offenders, hindring Diſcipline, and 
impairing the Strength both of Church * 
State, and thereby giving our Common E- 
nemies an Advantage over us; with the 
temarkable Puniſhment of Cora, Dathan, 
and Abiram, upon this very Score. Accor- 
dingly, this the [Ancient Fathers condemu d, 
as the moſt diſmal and dangerous Condi - 
tion; and the Primitive Chriſtians dreaded 
as the moſt terrible Judgment, who would 
undergo any ſhame or trouble, that 'they 
might be reſtor d to Communion ; is it not 
a ſtrange inſtance then of Prejudice and In- 
fatuation,for any Perſon to make ſo wretch- 
ed a Choice? Nay, ſhould you nat in all 
reaſon abſtain from it, even tho you had 
only bare grounds of Suſpicion that this 
might prove your Caſe? How much more, 
having the concurrent Teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture, Reaſon,and Antiquity in Proof _— of | 
. 
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* Epkeſ 4.9.3. + Rom. 16. v.17, |Secthe Original Draught, | 
p. 350. GM. | 
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And here, for your further Conviction, 
I beſeech youto conſider, beſides the“ Con- 
formity of this Church, with Scripture and 

_ Antiquity, both in Matters of Faith, and in 
- ome Zet, of Church Government and 
divine Worſhip, its Settlement in theſe King- 
doms, by all ſorts of [awful Authority, both 
Civil and Eccleſtaſtigal, which the Apoſtles 
St. Peter and St. Paul ſtrictly enjoyn Obedi- 
ence and Submiſſion to; and therefore cannot 
be diſobey d, without a manifeſt breach of 
OLE: ² ˙¹— F q q vc: 2 
Nor will the AF of Toleration acquit you 
from this Guilt, becauſe this is no more 
than an Exemptian from the Penalties, which 
by the Laws of the Land, you were before 
ſubje@ to, deſign'd. for the benefit of ſeru- 
pulous Conſciences. LD as ol 
For fince the Ads of Uniformity, with. 
ſeveral Royal Proclamations , ſtill remain 

in force and unrepealed, 1 Fane 2 
on Earth can Diſpenſe with your; Obedi- 
ence to them, becauſe no human Act can diſ- 
penſe with the Laws of God, which enjoyn 
this Obedience; eſpecially, fince your Diſo-. | 
ledience is attended with the breach, of other 
Duties, as want of Charity, Moderation, and 
that due Regard: which you owe to the 
publick Peace and. Happineſs, as bas been un- 

ET ET Too» 


* Biſhop Bu!!s Vindication of the Church of Engand, p. 168, 
XC, | BEES, 2 | 


4.20 
denjably proved by the preſent Biſhop of 
Bangor, in an excellent ſmall Tract of his; 
entitled, 4 Perſwaſive to Lay Conformity, 
But that your Separation may appear the 
more iexcaſable (ill, I ſhall briefly ſnew you, 
that your common Pleas will by no means 


juſtiſie it. 


_ Firſt, Not Corruption in Pradice, or ſome 
unfundamental Errors in Doctrine, only tole- 
rated, and not enjoyn'd ; for theſe are not 
Sint in us, as long as we do not joyn with 
the corrupted Members in them ; and that 
we may, and ought to communicate with 
ſach in the publicłk Offices of Devotion, ap- 
pears from the Confideration of the Jewiſh 
Church, in the time of the Sons of Eli; the 
Seven Churches in the Revelation, and that 
of Corinth, which, tho very much corrupted, 
yet was Separation ſo far from being allow- 
able, upon that Score, that we find St. 
Paul expreſly condemning Diviſſous in the 
laſt of them. 14 Bro ae Bc 
And indeed, were you bound to ſeparate 
from every Church, where any Errors, Abu- 
ſes, or Coruptions are, I dare fay, there is 
not aChurch upon Earth you cou'd joyn in 
Communion with; for there is none, on this 
fide Heaven, free from them: And accord- 
ingly, the Proteſiants of the oppoſite Conſeſ 
ſions, have often expreſs'd their readineſs to 
communicate with the Lutherans, notwith- 
ſtanding their Errors of Ubiquity, ind Con- 
ſubſtantiation, " _ Secondly 


(0 


Secondiy, Not enjoying 4 more profite It; 
 Mzziſtry, or libing under 4 more pure Diſ- 
 cipline, for this plain Reaſon, becauſe we 
are not to commit Sm, for promoting 4 | 
good End; for no pretence of good En 
can Guſtifie what is forbidden by God; as 
Schiſm, or a cauſeleſs Separation, is allow 
on all Hands to he. Tho' I am ſo far from 
granting, that you have any juſt Grounds. 
for this Objection, that 1 am verily per- 
ſwaded, the publick Worſhip of God is as 
well provided for, and all the neceſſary 
Points of DoZrine and Practice, is advan- 
tageouſly fet forth, and powerfully recom- 
mended, under the Miniſtry of ibis Church, 
as in any other whatſoever. 

And if we have not that primitive Diſci- 
pline, which is ſo much wiſhed for, it can 
be aſcribed to nothing more than the unhap- 
SeFs and Diviſions we have amongſt us: 
However, it is unreaſonable. to condemn 

the Conſtitution it felt, for the perſonal Ne- 
glects and Abuſes of it, which are common 
65 all Churches. 

Tbirdly, Not Impoſition of Forms, or Ce- 
remonies neither commanded nor forbidden in 
Scripture. For nothing is unlawful, but wiat 
is a Breach of ſome Command; and 28 long 
as they are lawful in themſelves, how can 
their being exjoyned by juſt Authority, make 
them unlawful # 

For, That! it is the Province of the Civil 
-E2 Magiſtrate, 
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oth Reaſon ripture require 072 * 
Jecency in Hr 60g 


or 15 of God, and for this 
d, ſome indi ferent things mult ult nece ſſari- 
Iy be determin ; it is plain, i is a Pow- 
er, lodg d in ſome Herd; for this Purpoſe, 
and this doubtleſs none can lay a juſter claim 

to, than our lawful Superiars: And, if theß 
may lawfully determine ſame, indifferent 
things, by parity of Reaſon, they m have 
the ſame Power in any others of that Kind; 

provided, they tend to Order and Decency 
in the Choke which (it may be reaſonably 
pos d) they bee are 4be ot Judges 


And according y, we Pede the * publick 


Confeſſions and Pradice of other Churches, 
nay, the Praffice of your own. Party, with 
reſpect to the Directory, to confirm this: Do- 
Frine. So that there is fcarce one Church 
upon Earth that can be communicated with 
upon your principles, there being none of 
all the foreign Churches, that does not re- 

aire the Compliance, of its Members with 


ome Rites an Obſervances of this Kind. 
And 


dee the forecited Mr. Dwe!s View. 


_ And-centfoly, i te be any Authority 
at all, in, or over the Church. (and it is un- 
accountable. how 1 it can be a_yeguler Society 
without it) it muſt extend to theſe things, 
they being the leaſt (conceipable) bes 

itter that it can be exercis'd u fa 

ut, admit it were a Matter 5 reaſowabls 

Dons whether our Covernours are poſleſs'd 

I of this Power, or no; yet, even in that Caſe, 
you ſhould obey. Fond d all their lawful Com- 1 

mands, according to that known Maria of 4 
Caſniſts. I 4 Jak the ſafeſt ſide is always f 
to be follow d. Nay, tho they had no 4u- 
| thority at all in religious Matters, the bare 
Conſiderationu of the publick ; wy and Hepes ©" 
pineſt, ſhould determine you to pay then 
this Obediense, as manifeſtly outweighing 
all the Inconveniencies that can be ſuppos d 4 
to acrue, from ſuch a compliance win ug 4 
lamful Superiors.. 

Ina Word, for the uſe of "Bo we have 
ſuffcient Warrant from ſundry. * Precedent: 

of this Kind, both in the Old and New Te. . 
ſtament, back d with the concurrent Practice 
of the + Jewiſp and Chriſtian Church in all 
Ages; even the Presbyterians themſelves, in 
all other Dominions, #nenimonſly agreeing 7 

| in | i 
——— . — " . — | 
dee Dr. King, of the 3 of Men in the Vorkip of ar: -—-; 4 


Gor. Mr.Bingham's Antiquities Vol. 4th 40 Sth. His A 
of the French Church, for the Church "= d. Durel's 20. 


+ Dr. Pri eaux Connection, Ec. p. 375. vo. Edit. 
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in the uſe of them. And no ChriſtianWriter, 


for ought appears, ever queſtion d.them a3 
unwarrantable for near upon Sixteen Hun- 


dred Years; and as for our own Form of 


Divine Worſhip, in particular, it is ſo far 
from being juſtly exceptionable, that it has 


been eſteem d by unprejudiced Perſons, and 


thoſe very competent Judges as the moſt ex- 
cellent Liturgy in the whole Chriſtian World, 
as might be proved by unqueſtionable Au- 
thorities. And by condemning our Cerema- 
vier, as unlamſul Impoſitions, you condemn 
not only the Primitive Church, but thoſe fo- 
_ reign Reformed Churches which now uſe 
chem, the old Puritans, and even the lead- 
ing Men of your own Party, who in the * 
Conference at Hampton Conrt, bave allow' d 
of thoſe which you moſt except 2gainſt, as 
both Lamſul and Primitive. 

And it is obſervable, that all the foreign 
Proteſtant Churches which want theſe, are ſo 
far from condemning their Brethren upon 


this Score, that they do not ſcruple to hold 


Communion with'them and us notwithſtand- 
And if it be not lawful for one Nati- 

pit Church, to ſeparate from the Communi- 
on of another, upon the account of theſe 
indifferent Rites and Ceremonies, much leſs 
can it be ſo, for ons Perſons to leparate 
| | * 
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from the Communion of that Church to which 
they belong ; which is ſo highly unreaſona- - 
able, that (I believe) Hiſtory affords no In: 
ſtance this Kind, in any other Country what: 


ſoever. 1 7 Ades ne qo wart 
Is it not ſtrange then, that #eſe ſhould be 
made a Plea for Separation, when they are ſo 


far from being impos'd upon us, as:Parts 
of Religion, that they are really no more 


than mere Circumſtances of it; confeſſedly 
indifferent in themſelves, and alterable by 


the ſame Authority that firſt enjoyn d 
them? Eſpecially when they are ſo few, 


in Number, and fo generally approv'd 


of, that moſt of the Chriſtian World agree 


in them, any Juſt Reaſon be aſſign d; 


why you ſhould entertain Scruples, upon 


this Head, and yet make no Scruples of diſ- 


obeying Authority, rending the Church; and 
ſeparating from the pbulick Aſſemblies, in 
breach of a known and indiſputable Duty. 
Certainly our Saviour and his Apoſiles were of 
a very different Judgment from you in this 
Matter; for we have ſeveral Inſtances of 
their Compliance with Jew:ſþ Rites and Ob- 
ſervances, tho' but of human Inſtitution: As 
in obſerving the Feaſt of Dedication, the 
Poſture of eating the Paſſover, joining in 
their Synagogue,and Temple Worſhip, Ge? 


But theſe are ſo obvious, that it is needleſs 


to be more particular in ſo plain a Caſe. 


Nor 


1 * 
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all of us ſeriouſly ſts 


(talk Y | 
_— 8 22 6 40 a FEE 5 1 * 
Nor will it ſtand you in any” lied, Mint * 
you Act according to the DiFgtes of 'your 


Conſciences. For you Si, in following 
them, as well as in ding againſt them, whilf 
they are Errqneong ; as you know St. Paul did 
when he perſecuted the Clien, tho, he 
thought be did God Service..." Ani Therefore, 
your Duty in this Cafe is,to uſe the beſt, nt ant 


Jin ban, io nileceive and diſabuſe your ſelf 


which, if but duly performed, dare ſay you'l 


| ſoot be conviticdas others have been befor f 


you, that your Error js not invincible, an 

conſequently not to be pleaded in excaſe 
for your Separation. oa +425 Page AT : 
But for fufther ſatisfaction upon theſe 


Head &c. I refer you to Dr, Bennet x Abride- 


eur; end ſhafl only add my Prayers: I 
God would give 1 4 is Underſtanding in 


all things, mith that Jet Senſe of our Duty, in 
our ſeveral Stations an Capacities,That me may, 
dy and think of thoſe things, 


WF, 
$33 1 


that make for the Peace and Unity of hrs, 
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